BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS …
An op-ed by Elder Ricardo Graham, president, Pacific Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists. Elder Graham can be reached through Ray Tetz (805) 358-3056
A young woman is dead in Charlottesville, Virginia. Her name is Heather Heyer. She was killed
while protesting against a gross corruption of the American vision. She was protesting against
hatred, against the idea that America belongs to one race, the white race, and one religion, the
Christian religion.
Seventh-day Adventists everywhere mourn her death, while applauding her courage and
convictions. That same day, a young black man, Deandre Harris, was beaten to within inches of
death by a group of white supremacists wielding poles. The beating was captured by a
photographer, whose image went viral.
Heyer’s final Facebook post read: “If you’re not outraged, you’re not paying attention.” I agree.
There is a cancer growing in our land. And I can assure you it is not the spirit of Jesus Christ that
divides people by race, that foments hatred and violence, that builds walls.
In churches throughout our land, our children learn a simple song: “Red and yellow, black and
white, all are precious in His sight.” This song captures the spirit not only of the gospel of Jesus
Christ but of what has made America truly great. Abraham Lincoln invoked this spirit when he
described what our founding fathers had done as creating a nation “dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal.” Today, I would add women.
The gospel is the great equalizer. The apostle Paul declares: “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Galatians 3:28, NKJV).
America is a land of free speech, but that doesn’t mean we can’t condemn racist and intolerant
speech that attacks Jews and Blacks. Christians owe an enormous debt to Jews for the gift of the
Scriptures and even for our Messiah, Jesus. There is no place for anti-Semitism in the heart of a
Christian.
In the dark days of the depression, America’s folk singer Woody Guthrie penned a famous
anthem declaring, “This land belongs to you and me.” From California to the New York Island,
this land is your land, this land is my land.

Growing up in 1960s Detroit, racial unrest is far from foreign to me. But never could I have
imagined that 50 years later not only would our racial wounds have not healed, but they have
further deteriorated in many ways. As a Christian leader, I now call first on all who name the
name of Christ, but who have been nurturing the spirit of division, to repent. If you are indulging
the spirit of racial division, the spirit of anti-Semitism, you must repent. There simply is no place
for hatred among followers of Christ. No place for racism or intolerance.
To those who make no profession of faith, I offer my sincere apology and repentance on behalf
of Christians who have offended you, who have promoted bigotry and racism and anti-Semitism
and intolerance in Christ’s name. On behalf of those who have hated in Christ’s name, who have
been violent and even killed ostensibly in Christ’s name. With you, I mourn for those, like
Heather Heyer, who have been murdered, and for those, like DeAndre Harris, who have been
brutally beaten.
I call on Americans everywhere to stop remaining silent in the face of an ideology that proclaims
our nation belongs to some, but not to all. Silence in the face of evil is sin. By voice and deed, do
all in your power to be a peacemaker, to build bridges not walls, to reach out your arm and bring
people in instead of excluding them.
Today of all days we need to meditate on Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount:
Blessed are those who mourn,
For they will be comforted.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they will be called children of God (Matthew 5:4, 9, NIV).
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